Lowell’s float in The Festival
of Progress Parade, 1956.

cars from 1926 and 1956. The lead car held Lowell’s old-  nia’s oldest public high school. History teacher and facul-
est living graduate, Samuel Sonneberg, class of 1880; its  ty advisor Robert Buckley and student editor Gwen Davis
youngest student; and the student body officers. The pa-  ’56 left alumni a lasting memorial of the school’s history
rade judges selected Lowell’s float for the second-highest  and promise:

award among the 400 entries, and the
school received a cash prize of $250.

Events celebrating the school’s centen-
nial were scheduled throughout the
1956 school year. Mr. Jasper Perino
was now principal, succeeding Edith
Pence. Lowellites looked back with
satisfaction at the experiment in sec-
ondary education started a century
before in a rented church building on
Powell Street. A centennial dinner and
dance at the Fairmont Hotel on Octo-
ber 6, 1956, capped the year’s celebra-
tions for the 1,200 attendees. Speakers
included Edmund G. Brown (then at-
torney general); Judge John B. Moli-
nari, Centennial Committee president;
and Mayor George Christopher, who
had the honor of cutting the first slice
from a three-tiered cake. The oldest
graduate at the celebration was Frank
B. Marks, class of 1887.

The yearbook staff spent the year
producing a special book to celebrate
Lowell’s centennial. It was a tribute to
the traditions and students of Califor-
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All schools displayed school spirit at this annual Saturday morning football pageant
at Kezar in 1956. Football teams played short games of about ten to twelve minutes in
length. The pageants were discontinued in the early 1960s.



