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Goldberg’s Graduation Diploma, 1900.

U.S. postage stamp honors Rube Goldberg.

members petitioned the Board of Education for a dark-
room to be built as part of the Science Department’s new 
annex. Their petition was granted, and a darkroom was 
promised at the cost of $250. The promise was kept, and 
in 1904 the school boasted of a modern darkroom and ap-
paratus intended for physics experiments with light.

The year 1903 saw the arrival of a Boys’ Glee Club and 
the Art Club. The Art Club purchased easels and drawing 
materials for its members and formed sketching parties. 
At first they produced a glossy pullout supplement for 
each issue of The Lowell, and later their art was integrated 
into the various columns of the school’s publication. The 
Lowell High School Honor Society soon followed. The 

girls were busily forming clubs of their own: Girls’ Glee, 
Girls’ Tennis, and Girls’ Rowing Clubs all were formed 
in 1905. This also was the year the Reading Club was 
formed and began presenting plays — the start of Low-
ell’s drama program. The first dramatic performance was 
She Stoops to Conquer. Prior to this, some of the boys 
planned and presented minstrel shows, and the money 
earned was used to support the football team. Their pro-
grams included a variety of skits, stunts, and songs. 

By 1905 the school saw that all activities needed to be 
unified, and the Lowell High School Student Association 
(LHSSA) was formed. Its constitution was written and 
adopted, and the first student election was held on Febru-
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Reuben “Rube” Lucius 
Goldberg ’00, UC 
Berkeley, cartoonist, 
sculptor; illustrated 
and wrote in turn-of-
the-century Lowells; 
“Dean of American 
Cartoonists”; tickled 
America’s funny bone 
for half a century, 
1914–1964. His name 
is synonymous with 
an outlandish contraption; one such “invention” was a back 
scratcher; another, the automatic napkin, appears on a 1995 
U.S. postage stamp. He won a Pulitzer Prize for his editorial 
cartoons. His 1900 diploma hangs in Lowell’s Main Office.


