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Lowell Alumni Association  
Minutes of the Thursday, November 19, 2020  

Board of Directors Meeting  
Video/Telephone Conference  

Call to Order  

President John Trasviña called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m.  

A roll call of all persons in attendance was taken.  

Approval of minutes  

Lisa Clay moved to approve the minutes of the September 17, 2020 Board of Directors meeting. Kate 
Lazarus seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote and the minutes were approved. John 
Trasviña thanked Secretary Anita Payton for her work and collaboration on the minutes. Anita thanked 
John for his work on the minutes and thanked Terry Abad for his contribution to the minutes. 

President's Report (Part 1) 

John Trasviña reported on the action that the Board of Education has taken in appointing a committee to 
review and examine the potential of changing the name of Lowell High School.  This committee has 
suggested name changes for 44 schools.  In response there are four entities representing the school that can 
respond by submitting recommendations of replacement names for consideration to the committee.  The 
committee will take the recommendations and then decide which to present to the Board of Education. The 
four entities are: Site Committee, student council, affinity groups and faculty.  The committee does not want 
the alumni associations involved.  

Lowell High School was added to the list because a member of the committee portrayed James Russell 
Lowell as a white supremacist.  

Actually, James Russell Lowell was an Abolitionist. The committee looked in Wikipedia which does not 
accurately reflect the exemplary record of Lowell also along with the fact that he was an abolitionist.  Lowell 
did not own slaves, has been quoted by Martin Luther King Jr., referenced by the NAACP and his other 
accolades include his career as a statesman, poet, writer, ambassador and opponent of the US/Mexico War.  
The NAACP named its magazine “The Crises” after James Russell Lowell’s writings.  Martin Luther King 
referenced Lowell in his “I have a Dream” speech.  
 
John stated that the name of Lowell High School has a great deal of support.  The cost of the name change 
would be at least $150,000.  Principal Dacotah Swett added that the students do not want to change the 
name.  The mayor has also commented on the ill timing of this issue especially considering that the students 
are not even inside the school buildings.  No schools are acting on this.  They do not want any participation 
in this.  

John thanked Principal Swett for her contribution of information regarding the status of this issue.  

Executive Director Terry Abad added that the committee has not presented a report giving the specific 
reasons for re-naming the selected schools. 
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Principal’s Report 

Principal Dacotah Swett reported that the students are amazingly resilient in moving towards the virtual 
world.  The teachers have been able to adapt. The orchestra did a Halloween concert for Lakeshore 
Elementary School located next door to Lowell.  The orchestra made a video and sent it to Lakeshore.  Staff 
is working harder than ever.  The students are doing a wonderful job.   

We are also interested in the students’ mental health and how stress may be connected to the work load.  
Some of the sophomore students are feeling more stress.  Most of the students feel that they can handle the 
changes.  We are taking steps to make improvements for those students who are feeling more stressed. The 
mental health of the students is a priority.  There are also calls for wellness checks to every family four times 
a year. 

Tomorrow morning there will be a faculty meeting to talk about Thanksgiving and read letters of thanks 
from the students.  The campus looks quite good.  There have been opportunities to make repairs and 
improvements.  Also, the library renovation project is close to completion. 

John Trasviña asked Principal Swett if there anything that the Lowell Alumni Association (LAA) can 
do to help.  Principal Swett replied, not at the moment.  The need will materialize when Lowell 
develops a plan for re-opening or hybrid learning.  John assured Principal Swett that the LAA stands 
ready to help. 

President's Report continued 

John reported on the Board of Education’s action to make Lowell’s admissions by lottery. The Board held a 
hearing over a three-day weekend.  The Board of Education did not look at alternatives.  This was an 
acrimonious meeting. This raises a lot of concerns.   The school was not consulted on this matter by the 
Board of Education.  Preference will be given to siblings of current students, Willie Brown Middle School 
graduates and middle school graduates in neighborhoods with the lowest test scores.  

Principal Dacotah Swett predicts that there will be 900 applications to Lowell.  There will be 650 students 
accepted.  There are 4,000 8th grade students in the San Francisco public schools.  There are currently 120 
students in Lowell that have siblings currently in the 8th grade.  There are a significant number of seats that 
will be taken by siblings. Also, an additional 50 students have siblings in the 8th grade in private schools.  
What is the plan if students are at a different academic level?  We will look at how the teachers are teaching. 
Tutoring?  Years ago we did away with the Resource Centers with the change from the Modular (“mods”) 
class schedule to periods. 

Report on January 2021 Annual Meeting & Proposed By-Laws Amendment (Part 1)  

John Trasviña opened the discussion with the subject of the LAA Annual Membership Meeting.  The 
annual meeting normally takes place in January.  Board members are elected and the voting takes place in 
person.  Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic we are not able to assemble together in person.  We are looking at 
the logistical difficulties of a membership meeting of Lowell alumni in which individuals can be heard in an 
orderly manner. 

Debra Jones made reference to a recent Board of Education meeting in which she stated that Student 
Delegate Shavonne Hines-Foster was treated in a disrespectful manner.  Debra made a motion: The LAA 
issue a written apology and pledge our support of Student Delegate Shavonne Hines-Foster for the manner 
in which she was treated by certain members of the community at the San Francisco Unified School District 
Board of Education meeting on October 13, 2020, and that we further condemn the subsequent threats and 
behaviors of elements of the Lowell community toward her in social media. Also, that the LAA issue a 
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written letter of apology and regret to the entire Lowell alumni community for the toxic climate that 
developed surrounding the issue of Lowell admissions, and that we further condemn the words and behaviors 
that contributed to that climate.    

Evelyn Bohan seconded the motion.  The motion was placed before the Board for debate. After completion 
of the debate, the president put the question. The vote was taken by voice vote and the motion carried.   

Executive Director’s Report 

Executive Director, Terry Abad reported on the projects and tasks that he is currently working on.  Terry is 
working in collaborating with Treasurer, Betty Lee on the budget.  In the area of Development, Terry said 
that he is making great progress in sending out letters for Planned Giving.  Terry is also currently working on 
the LAA Audit.  The LAA Newsletter is expected to go out during the winter.  
 
Treasurer’s Report  
 
Treasurer Betty Lee reported that the (budget) packet has been sent out and the Finance Committee met last 
week.  Betty reviewed highlights of the 2020-21 General Fund Budget including the Finance Committee’s 
proposal to use up to $25,000 from the PAUL Fund (our reserve fund) to finance possible legal expenses 
related to the Lowell admissions policy issue.  
There was a discussion regarding various aspects of the budget.  Gerri Rosen-Park made a motion that we 
allocate monies for the legal fund to come from available unrestricted Funds rather than the PAUL Fund.  
The motion was seconded by Leon Blum and was carried by voice vote.   
 
Betty Lee made a motion to accept 2020-21 General Fund Budget as amended.  The motion was seconded 
by Bill Black and passed by voice vote. 
 
Mike Ugawa made a motion to earmark $95,000 of surplus of the undesignated General Fund for the Access 
Opportunity Fund.  The motion was seconded by Lisa Clay.  The majority of the vote was in the affirmative 
and the motion was adopted.   

John thanked Betty and the Finance Committee for their work on the budget.  
  
Reports of Standing Committees  

Grants:  

Committee Chairperson and Vice-President Mike Ugawa reported that there was a smaller number of 
requests.  Some requests were withdrawn and some were funded by other sources. 

Mike Ugawa made a motion for the Board to approve the recommendations of the Grants Committee for 
requests and expenditures including $13,925.75 from Grants Committee Funds and $6251.60 from LAA 
Designated Funds. The motion was seconded by Lisa Clay and passed by voice vote. 

John thanked Mike and the Grants Committee for their work.  

Legal:  

Chairperson Mark Steiner discussed the admissions issue regarding the Board of Education (BOE).  
Committee member Lisa Clay stated that it is not sure if the action taken by the BOE has sustainability and if 
it is procedurally lawful.  Were the actions taken by the BOE lawful under the Brown Act?  The committee 
feels that it would be a good idea to get a legal opinion on the admissions issue.    

John thanked Mark and the members of the Legal Committee.  

Report on January 2021 Annual Meeting & Proposed By-Laws Amendment (Continued)  
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There is a proposed By-Law Amendment:  

CURRENT VERSION OF ARTICLE 13 MEETINGS SECTION 13.1 ANNUAL MEETING  

ANNUAL MEETING 
The annual meeting of the membership for the purpose of electing Directors and for such other business as 
may be required, shall be held in January of every year.  

PROPOSED REVISED ARTICLE 13 MEETINGS, SECTION 13.1 ANNUAL MEETING 

ANNUAL MEETING 
However due to the pandemic, the 2021 Annual Meeting shall be held no later than 60 days after the San 
Francisco Department of Public Health issues a public health order permitting large indoor gatherings.   

There was a debate regarding the election and the voting process.  The voting process for Directors is 
currently done in person.  This process is done only in person for the purpose of verification of alumni 
members.   

Bill Black moved that participation and voting at the Annual Meeting of the membership shall be limited to 
those regular members in attendance. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
 
The annual meeting of the membership for the purpose of electing Directors and for such other 
business as may be required, shall be held in the first quarter of every year.  

The motion was seconded by Debra Jones and the Proposal for the revision was passed as amended. 
 
Old Business:  

Annie Miu Hayward thanked Co-Chairpersons of the Library Renovation Project, Mark Budak and Joyce 
Tom for the wonderful video of the progress of the library renovation. 

Adjournment:  

Debra Jones made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Lisa Clay seconded the 
motion. The meeting was adjourned at 10:36 p.m.  
Attendance  
Board and Executive Director present attending via Teleconferencing unless otherwise indicated: E= 
Excused; A=Absent)  
 

Abad González Picazo   
Anderson Emeritus Director (A) Han Quang  
Black Hayward   Rosen-Park   
Blum   Jones   Shinbori  Emeritus Director   
Bohan Kress   Steiner   
Budak  Lazarus Swett   
Chen    Lee   Tom 
Clay, A   (E) Liaiga-Anoa’I  Trasviña 
Clay, L     Margolis  Ugawa 
Crutchfield  (E) Miyamoto  (A) Wax 
Ehrman  Emeritus Director  (E) Mosheim Ye 
Gómez-Rexelius  Payton  
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Respectfully submitted  
Anita Payton  
Secretary, Lowell Alumni Association  
 
 


