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                Lowell Alumni Association        
   Minutes of the Thursday, November 17, 2016 

             Board of Directors Meeting  
                      Main Library 
  

Call to Order 

President, John Trasviña called the Lowell Alumni Association (LAA) Board meeting to order at 7:06 
p.m.   

Presentation by Principal Ishibashi 

Principal Andrew Ishibashi was invited to the meeting to present updates regarding Lowell.  Principal 
Ishibashi articulated his motto for leading Lowell as “Care; Believe In; Teach; Challenge; Support.”  
From his start at Lowell as principal ten years ago, he noticed the issues of diversity and under 
representation as well as achievement gaps.  Principal Ishibashi established two groups, AACCES 
(African American Common Core Educational Support) and LEAP (Latino Education Access Program) 
that led efforts to close achievement gaps.  As a result of these efforts Lowell was named a Blue Ribbon 
School.  Lowell also devotes counseling and academic support services to close the achievement gap and 
to assist Asian American and white students who rank in the lowest quartile of the school.  During 
Principal Ishibashi’s tenure, Lowell has provided cultural sensitivity and professional development 
training for faculty and staff.  Lowell hosts a welcoming event for African American and Latino 
prospective applicants and admitted students to encourage and support their decisions to attend Lowell.    
The LAA helped in these efforts this past year.  

When Principal Ishibashi arrived 10 years ago there were students taking approximately 2700 AP 
(Advanced Placement) exams; that number has increased to over 4,000.    

Principal Ishibashi also shared demographic trends of Lowell and the San Francisco Unified School 
District.  In 2007, the school district was 12.3% African American and Lowell’s population was 2.8%.  In 
2015, comparable figures are 7.6% for the School District and 1.9% for Lowell.  In 2016 following racial 
incidents in the news and increased outreach, the percentage of African American students increased to 
2.2% from 9 African American freshmen (8 female /1 male) to 23 African American freshmen (18  
female/5 male). 

Executive Director, Terry Abad stated that 70% of the students are admitted purely on grades and test 
scores of the entering class; 30% of students are admitted in which additional factors are considered.  

President Trasviña thanked Principal Ishibashi for the presentation and hard work over this time and 
pledged LAA’s continued support of these efforts including by helping ensure that Lowell provides a 
positive educational and social environment for all its students, financially supporting programs to offset 
economic constraints to participation in school programs and providing mentoring to current Lowell 
students.  Principal Ishibashi thanked the LAA for its efforts.   

Approval of minutes  

A motion was made by Mike Ugawa to approve the minutes of the September 29, 2016 Board of 
Directors meeting. Wendy Shinbori seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote and the 
minutes were approved as corrected.  Secretary, Anita Payton thanked John Trasviña and Terry Abad 
for their contributions to the minutes (Corrections:  1. Addition of statement by John Trasviña regarding 
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a posting of a student on Facebook in which a reference was made of a student unable to take a class 
because she could not pay for school supplies. John checked with school officials about the validity of 
this claim and found out that class enrollment was not based on the ability to pay. 2. Georgette 
Petropoulos was in actual attendance at the meeting. She was indicated as “excused” in the minutes.)  

 

Treasurer’s Report  

In the excused absence of the Treasurer, Executive Director, Terry Abad reported that the fiscal year 
(July 1st to June 30th) has not been busy to date.  The value of invested funds has increased by $30,000 but 
there has not been a significant amount of activity generally.  Terry described changes to the format of 
the format of the income statement.   

Executive Director's Report  

Terry Abad extended thanks to Georgette Petropoulos, Lisa Clay, John Trasviña, Yvonne Ng (’82) 
and Bob Lee for their work and contributions to the Fall 2016 LAA Newsletter.  Terry reported that the 
newsletter was printed on Monday and delivered to the post office on Tuesday.  The newsletter was sent 
to approximately 35,000 alumni.  The school somehow received an extra 3,000 copies at no added cost 
over the requested amount.  The 2017 graduating seniors will receive the Spring issue.  (Terry Abad also 
did a great deal of work on the Newsletter.) 

Terry announced that the dedication ceremony and open house for the new World Language Wing will 
take place tomorrow, Friday, November 18 at 4:00 p.m.  

Terry stated that the Class of 1996 in conjunction with the reunion effort have created an endowment 
fund of over $25,000.  This includes a matching gift of 3 to 1 to a $4,000 gift which will equal $16,000. 

There is progress being made on the materials for the Annual Fund Campaign.  

The Class of 1976 had a successful 40 year reunion which took place on October 22nd at Delancey Street.  
There were approximately 280 in attendance.  Terry served on the reunion committee.  LAA President  
John Trasviña and Vice-President Mike Ugawa are also members of the Class of ’76.  

The Class of 1991 also held a reunion on the same evening of October 22nd at the Fame Venue in San 
Francisco.    

President's Report   

John Trasviña began his report by discussing the recent passing of LAA Executive Director Emeritus, 
Paul Lucey who passed away on October 13.   John discussed Mr. Lucey’s last interaction with the 
LAA which had taken place about one month prior.  Paul had sent the book An American Journey by 
Jerry Coleman ’42 as a present to the Lowell library in September.  John informed the board about the 
expression of sympathy sent by the LAA and about reaching out to Paul’s son and daughter, Paul and 
Gloria, both of whom are Lowell graduates.   

On Saturday, November 19th PBS will be on campus; this visit will include a lecture and presentation by 
Lowell retired English and AP English teacher Flossie Lewis for her former students.  PBS will air a 
segment on her in 2017.  Terry Abad added that Flossie Lewis attended their reunion (Class of 1976).        

Hospitality Chairperson, Claudia Eshoo discussed the menu at Original Joe’s of Westlake for the LAA 
Board dinner on December 8.  Claudia added that there are still spots available.  Mike Ugawa stated that 
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the number of people committed to attend is at 20; the Cascade Room area in the restaurant can 
accommodate up to 30 people in our party.    

 

Reports of Standing and Strategic Planning Committees   

Nominating Committee: 

Scott Lee, Chair of the Nominating Committee, announced that an e-mail was sent to 10,000 alumni  
about the upcoming Board of Directors elections for 10 board seats at the Annual Membership meeting on 
Monday, January 9, 2017.  The Nominating Committee has received ten responses thus far.  The 
nominating committee (Joseph Ehrman, Anita Payton, Vera Poon, and Mark Steiner) will present a 
slate of candidates for membership for ten three-year-term seats on the board.  

 

Development Committee:  

Vice President of Development, Jeffrey Kwong reported on a pending issue regarding the 2015-16 
Annual Fund Campaign.  The LAA set a fundraising goal of $450,000 in order to meet a plan allocating 
$250,000 to 2015-16 Annual Fund Campaign projects.  If successful then $200,000 would go for projects 
for World Language Department and $50,000 to the college scholarship program.  Unrestricted and other 
gifts of the 2015-16 campaign totaled $475,848.  The recommendation from the Development Committee 
is to use a combination of: 

1) Unallocated general fund money of 2015-16 and 2014-15 Annual Fund Campaigns 
2) Monies previously allocated to World Languages 
3) Designated gifts for World Languages 
4) Designated gifts for college scholarships  

All of this would total $215,784.  Allocation amount results in $172,627 for World Languages and 
$43,156 for college scholarships.  Jeffrey Kwong made a motion to adopt the recommendations of the 
Development Committee.  It was seconded by Vera Poon.  The motion passed without objection by voice 
vote. 

          

Strategic Planning Committee   

By-laws Working Group Committee:  

Chairperson, Mike Ugawa began his presentation of the revised draft of the LAA By-Laws by 
acknowledging both former and current member of the By-Laws Working Group: Bill Black, Roberta 
Bleiweiss, Mark Budak, Larry Miller, Anita Payton, Vera Poon, John Trasviña and Irving 
Zaretsky.   
Mike stated that he based the revised draft on model non-profit organization by-laws written by the 
California Bar and offered as “best practices”.   The working group met twice to go over the draft it is 
recommending to the board.  Mike emphasized that bylaws are meant to be general while specific items, 
even important ones, can be adopted separately as Board policies.  Mike made a motion for the adoption 
of the new Bylaws to take effect at the beginning of the next board meeting on January 9, 2017.  The 
motion was seconded by Jack Anderson.  There was a lengthy discussion and tentative revisions to the 
draft agreed to by Mike.  In response to a motion and then withdrawn by Lisa Clay regarding Section 9.4 
Removal of Officers, John Trasviña committed to the Board considering and voting on specific language 
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stating grounds for removal at the January Board meeting or prior to the adoption of the Bylaws.  Lisa 
Clay also recommended changes to proposed by-laws language regarding Section 11 indemnification of 
directors. At close to 10:00 p.m., Joe Ehrman made a motion to table the adoption of the Bylaws draft 
until the next meeting.  It was seconded by Gerri Rosen-Park.  The motion passed by hand and voice 
vote; Affirmative: 11 Negative: 4.         
 
John Trasviña moved to adjourn the meeting 10:08 p.m. in memory of Mr. Paul Lucey.  The motion 
was seconded by Claudia Eshoo and Joe Ehrman.    
 
Attendance 

Board and Executive Director present unless otherwise indicated (T=Attended via Teleconferencing; E= 
Excused; A=Absent) 

Abad Ehrman Petropoulos 
Anderson Eshoo Poon 
Black (E) Hagerman  (T) Rosen-Park 
Blum  (E) Ishibashi Shinbori    
Brash  (A) Kromydas  (E) Steiner   (E) 
Budak Kwong Transviña 
Clay, A   (T) Lazarus Ugawa 
Clay, L Lee, B Wax  (E) 
Crutchfield Lee, S Ye, J 
DeAndreis  (A) Lee, T  (E)  
Dickey    (A) Payton  
 

Respectfully submitted 
Anita Payton 
Secretary, Lowell Alumni Association 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


